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United Kingdom – P-8A Aircraft and Associated Support 
 
WASHINGTON, Mar. 25, 2016 - The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign 
Military Sale to the United Kingdom for P-8A Aircraft and associated equipment, training, and support. The 
estimated cost is $3.2 billion. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required certification 
notifying Congress of this possible sale on March 24, 2016. 
 
The Government of the United Kingdom (UK) has requested notification for the possible procurement of up to 
nine (9) P-8A Patrol Aircraft, associated major defense equipment, associated training, and support. The 
estimated cost is $3.2 billion. 
 
The UK is a close ally and an important partner on critical foreign policy and defense issues. The proposed sale 
will enhance U.S. foreign policy and national security objectives by enhancing the UK’s capabilities to provide 
national defense and contribute to NATO and coalition operations.  
 
The proposed sale will allow the UK to reestablish its Maritime Surveillance Aircraft (MSA) capability that it 
divested when it cancelled the Nimrod MRA4 Maritime Patrol Aircraft (MPA) program. The United Kingdom 
has retained core skills in maritime patrol and reconnaissance following the retirement of the Nimrod aircraft 
through Personnel Exchange Programs (PEPs). The MSA has remained the United Kingdom’s highest priority 
unfunded requirement. The P-8A aircraft would fulfill this requirement. The UK will have no difficulty 
absorbing these aircraft into its armed forces. 
 
The proposed sale of this equipment and support will not alter the basic military balance in the region.  
 
The prime contractor involved in this sale is The Boeing Company, Seattle, WA. Implementation of the 
proposed sale will require approximately sixty-four (64) personnel hired by Boeing to support the program in 
the United Kingdom. Additional contractors include: 
 
 ViaSat, Carlsbad, CA 
 GC Micro, Petaluma, CA 
 Rockwell Collins, Cedar Rapids, IA 
 Spirit Aero, Wichita, KS 
 Raytheon, Waltham, MA 
 Telephonics, Farmingdale, NY 
 Pole Zero, Cincinnati, OH 
 Northrop Grumman Corp, Falls Church, VA 
 Exelis, McLean, VA 
 Terma, Arlington, VA 
 Symmetrics, Canada 
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 Arnprior Aerospace, Canada 
 General Electric, UK 
 Martin Baker, UK 
 
There are no known offset agreements proposed in connection with this potential sale. 
 
There will be no adverse impact on U.S. defense readiness as a result of this proposed sale. 
 
This notice of a potential sale is required by law and does not mean the sale has been concluded. 
 
All questions regarding this proposed Foreign Military Sale should be directed to the State Department's Bureau 
of Political Military Affairs, Office of Congressional and Public Affairs, pm-cpa@state.gov. 
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