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United Arab Emirates (UAE) – RQ-21A Blackjack Unmanned Air Vehicles 
 
WASHINGTON, May 24, 12019 - The State Department has made a determination approving a possible 
Foreign Military Sale to the United Arab Emirates of RQ-21A Blackjack Unmanned Air Vehicles with support 
for an estimated cost of $80 million.  The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required 
certification notifying Congress of this possible sale on May 24, 2019. 
 
The Government of the UAE has requested to buy twenty (20) RQ-21A Blackjack Unmanned Air Vehicles 
(UAVs).  Also included are forty (40) Global Positioning Systems (GPS) with Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing 
Module (SAASM) Type II (MPE-S); air vehicle support equipment including eight (8) Ground Control Stations 
(GCS), four (4) launchers, and four (4) retrievers; spare and repair parts; publications; training; and technical 
support services.  The estimated total case value is $80 million. 
 
The Secretary of State has determined and provided detailed justification that an emergency exists that 
requires the immediate sale to the United Arab Emirates of the above defense articles (and defense services) 
in the national security interests of the United States, thereby waiving the Congressional review requirements 
under Section 36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act, as amended.  
 
This proposed sale will contribute to the foreign and national security of the United States by improving the security 
of an important ally in the Middle East.  This sale is consistent with U.S. national security objectives of assisting the 
UAE in developing and maintaining a strong and ready self-defense capability and enhancing interoperability with 
U.S. forces.  The UAE will have no difficulty absorbing these UAVs into its armed forces.   
 
The proposed sale of this equipment and support will not alter the basic military balance in the region. 
 
The prime contractor will be Insitu, Bingen, WA, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Boeing Company.  There are no 
known offset agreements proposed in connection with this potential sale. 
 
Implementation of this proposed sale will require multiple trips by U.S. Government and contractor representatives 
to participate in program and technical reviews plus training and maintenance support in country, on a temporary 
basis, for a period of twenty-four (24) months.  It will also require one (1) contractor representative to reside in 
country for a period of two (2) years to support this program. 
 
There will be no adverse impact on U.S. defense readiness as a result of this proposed sale. 
 
This notice of a potential sale is required by law and does not mean the sale has been concluded. 
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All questions regarding this proposed Foreign Military Sale should be directed to the State Department's Bureau 
of Political Military Affairs, Office of Congressional and Public Affairs, pm-cpa@state.gov. 
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