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DSCA Releases New Plan To Battle Increasing Global Competition
The Defense Security Cooperation Agency released its Vision 2020 plan Oct. 1 to battle increased competition in

what DSCA Director Vice Adm. Joseph Rixey called a new “global norm.”
The plan sets out numerous timelines to keep DSCA as the “provider of choice” to its international customers and

enable more responsive industry participation in security cooperation.
“We must evolve at DSCA,” Rixey said at a Sept. 18 event in Washington. According to Rixey, the Vision 2020 plan

will reduce the cost of doing business with DSCA.
Most notably, DSCA will be seeking legislative authorizations in the next year to permit foreign military sales

purchasers to allow U.S. contractors to have temporary access to procured equipment without a separate re-transfer
authorization allowing them to perform an integration, repair, refurbishment or upgrade.

Between October 2015 and March 2016 DSCA plans to develop options for using letter-of-offer and acceptance
service lines to support the lease of military equipment, according to the report.

The agency will also immediately begin developing strategies to support defense equipment and training sharing
initiatives. It is also beginning to execute one test case with each military department for a new model of consumer
involvement in the pre-letter-of-request, case development and contracting process of the foreign military sales system.
The agency will also conduct a major review of each surcharge between now and fall of 2017.

DSCA’s goals for becoming more responsive to industry participation aim to “actively apply innovative approaches
to fulfilling international capability requirements,” the plan states. Between the present and September 2020, DSCA plans
to accomplish this by leading Defense Department support to trade shows to ensure objectives are properly prioritized.
The agency will also annually publish foreign military sales forecasts and develop technology roadmaps that compare key
aspects of the export readiness of U.S. systems.

During his Sept. 18 speech, Rixey said the main concerns he has heard about DSCA is that it is expensive and slow.
He said the new global norm is one of across the board strain on worldwide defense budgets and increased competition in
the marketplace for the United States.

“There are some European and other foreign goods and services that are quite capable,” Rixey said. Vision 2020 is a
means to address those problems, he added. -- Scott Maucione
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